
W EDNEBD.n, January 12, 1553. 

!he Senate w~ c~lled '?order by the President, Jllll'$Unnt 10 
adJouru111e11t. 'I he Jollowrn~ Sc11u1ors uns\\'l'rl'd 10 1hcir names: 

~Jes~rs .• \mstr?ug, Bogart, Dnuc~, Dnvii:, Dur, Duggun, 1-'ord, 
Grime::;, Harl, Hill, I\lenscbach, l\hller1 P11rkor .Reaves Scoll 
'l'nylor, •rruit nnd Wilson. ' ' 1 

'J'he Journal of yesterday wns rend nm) ndoprrcl. 
On,motio11 of ~lr. Wilson, the Hou, .M. M. Puller Sunutorelect 

from ~i11rict No. 18, composed of the co1111llcs of Cini vei;ton and 
Brnzor1n, presented his crc~entinls 1111d to•>k tho oath prescribed 
by the constitution nnd his seat. 
, N?miontion.s ~or Enrolliug Clerk bcin~ in order, Mr. Day 
nommntcd W1J11nrn II. Parsons; Mr. •·ord nominated Edwiu 
Nash, nud Mr .. \111s1ro!J!!' nominated Jnrnes M. f)avit1. 
M_~rs. Hill and lwaves were appointed 1cllor11. Mr. Parsons 

received S votes, llr. Davis received G votes, Mr.,Nash received 
5 VOtt!S, 

No one candidnle hnvinz received n mnjority of all the votes, 
the St.!nnlc procci:dcd to o \eco11d bnllot. 

Afr. Walson \Vithdre•.v the 11nmc of 1\lr. Nash, On she ICCOnd 
hallor, Mr. Pnl'lions rect-ivi:d 1-1 votes, !\Jr. u.w1s 4. vo1e11, and ~Ir. 
Nnsh I vole. • 

.Mr. Pursons having received n majority of all 1he votes, was 
decl nrctl duly elected, nnd cnmo lorwnrd nnd '"'ns qunlified. 

Mr. 'J'nylor offered the follo·ving- re ol111io11 : 
llcsufrerl, That nt un extrn si:s~ion of the Legislature, no 

business should be considered: other thun that recommended or 
sug~es1cd by the Governor. 

On motion <lf Mr. Dwis, the Scnnte took!\ rr.coss of twenty 
minutes, prepnrntory to 111tw1iug in the Ho1111e of Repre88naatives, 
for the purpose of hcnrin~ 1he mcssni:u of the Goven1or read. 

Recess hnvi111? expired, the Sc11u1u 1v11s cniled I~ order, nnd 
re!>ftired to the Hall of the Hou e of Hepwsentnltns, for the 
purpoee of henri11~ lhe Governor·~ Ill•! a~e read. 

The mes:mg11 of the Governor wns 1hcu read as follows: 

Exi::cuTl\"E De1•.un~?...-r, STATB or TEX.\.", } 
At·sn.", Jauuary 13, 1S5l.I. 

Tu IM J/qnorable tlte &nate. 
an(l JlfJuse of r.tpmmtati?:cs : 

G•~&ltfOi: Tho constitutional prh'ilegc vf con\"cning yon 
in extraordinary scs...;ion, has uccn exercised nt\cr n cm1tiuu11 in· 
vestigatioll of it,; c:xpcdicnry; and having nsscmblcd in compli-
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:"Lnca wjU1 t110 proclnmation of the first of November, 18ii2, I 
greet you rc..::pocU:ully nnd kindly 11& tho rcprcscutativcs of 
our common coustitucnts. 

fo \•iow of tlic manifold lilcssing,, which it lms licon our lot 
t() enjoy uncior tha guidnnco of n bcnaficOn t l>ro\•idcnco Sill Cl.! 
the atljour11111cnt llf your Honorable hotly, it becomes us on the 
occa!;ion of your ro·uuion, humbly nud iu the true spirit of 
thnnkfulness, to ndmowledgc the obligations which we owe to 
om· CrcaU..11·, and with deep lmmilitr of heart, tu bless him for 
tho uisliuguielwd mnnif'cstations uf liis kindness towards us ns 
u. fovurod N ati1111 and Stntc. 

The ·u111111011s wliich lH'ings Yon to tJ1c Capital nt this rigor
ouR se.-iso11 ot tho ycnr, imposc8 I nm nwar(' nu nn11lcasnnt 
dmt't upon your pc1· 011al conn:11ie11co and c<•lllf'ol't: nml iu thnt 
co113idemtio11, it wn mnuc with rcluctnnco cm my i1nr~. Unt, 
gentlemen, I rihonld p:iy n. \'et'..)' poor c mplime11t to thnt o.·mlt.
c1l ~cn!!o or patrintiam whh·h is t:illppo od lo exist iu tho milHl 
of every 1111m who i~ cntl'\I led by u confidiug }lcoplo with :l 
pnrlidpntion i11 tho C•)Ulloils of tho • 'tnto, if l were to npolo
t!izu tu you ti•l' thi tcmpornry intorforcncc with y 1ur 11c1wm1 
111tcrcst. in nil vin~ ns it d(lc•:.; ~the plPn.~:mt cudNmncnts ot' hnm 
nml family asE<Jt'lal ions. nur pro<loccssors, whuse duty and lu 
hor it wns to l)rgnuiro nod put iuto tlucccs-.l'ul operation tho 
mnchincr,\' oi' State g<l\'cmmcnt, nee •mplishcd tho dclfrnte nm.1 
rcspou-.ililo tnsk tln·ough turmoil, 1111 iety nutl disnppointmcnt. 

TLo piou~rs of indc11cudcuco iu Texas. wit11 still grcatur 
encrifices of tlint l'C}>OS<l and <1uictudo so c011gc11inl to our na
tures, with fortitude nnd p!ltiu11t cudurnncc. wurlhy of imita
tion. auccC>.cdcd, after n doubtful mid ovcntful struggle, in nc
<,\Uiring this SllUllY }nud Of OUl'S. rfllC}' roared UJIOll it UJ::titll· 
tions which nro this dny our pride and boast, and w11ich it is 
our high trust to 11rotcct nnd maturo. 

Surely, t.hc111 \\·e, who nr · the ftwore<1 rccip 'cnt'3 of the sub 
stantial hcncfits ncbiorc<l by their wisdom mad vnlor, cnu under 
no circumstances, complain of tho sncred obli(Yatiou resting up
on us to impro¥e, culnrgc, nnd if po ible J>erpctnatc the glo
rious tabric which tboy hnvo so nobly hegnn. 

A ~mud fiold has lJcen J•lac· ] before us clcnrcd of its rub
bish; 1ta area i great-coil rich nnd deep-the culture nnd the 
harnJSt hn\·c been left for us all. It U; n grr:at mornl field, an 
u.pon it m~y bcgnincd n J,"l'c:tt moral triumph. It is tcmpnra
rily comnuttcu to yrmr chnrgc. 
~high 6£!11.!C of duty nlono hns induced me to convene t~o 

legislature. "r ere I nt all timid in tl.c position asslllilcd by 
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this acf? ?r <lesit'?us in any wiso of lessening the weight of rc
spons1 b1!1ty tl~at is attached to it, I might safoly rally upon the 
cnmulntive evidences of public opiniou in my favor obtuincd 
'from many clta.nncls .. 1 lllny snfoly, however Jcav~ tLo wis
?om aucl prowicty oi my cu~-sc to Le testo<l ),y the intrinsic 
nnportm.1ce 01 the ~c,·cr,'.11 sn bJcCts which I bhull l1a ve the honor 
to sulmut for Jour cons1<lcrat1011. Thl•sc I purposo to present 
~ cle::i:Iy n:. ml huru~le a.bi!itics will allow, aud as briefly as 
IS con1>1stcnt w1th a fa.11' clncHfation of them. 

The pa.st year has been <listin,..uished hY nn unusual licl<l of 
the agricultural }•l'Odncts of ilie 

0

St:lto ; and the superabumlant 
retums of the hll.tluantlurnn find a rcn<ly domand in the tide of 
~mnigrnti~n llOW &·welling to un unexmnple1l extent. With 
:tew cxccptio~s, general health .has bcc1t enjoyed by the citizen& 
of ovcry scot1on. 

While, then, it nflords me tho highest satisfaction to congrat
~latc you on the cYidcncos of general prosperity pcrmding our 
limits, Uull the ibttcring pros1l(!ct of uu nuspiciowi future, the 
uupleusnut duty dcrnh·es on me of sl1adiug this otherwise 
bright picture, Ly nllu<lin~ to certain cxii;ting evils which it is 
necessary to meutivn in vrJor lhnt ti.toy iuu.y Le properly met. 

In rc:presontiug faithfully, na it is my Juty to do, the deso-
111.to awl ruined condition . of u pc•rtion of our south-Wel:ltom 
fronti~r, nnJ appculing ngain to your sense of justice for that 
relief which it WllS tho sn.crcd uuty of t}rn .Federal government 
Jo11g eiuco to lmvo aupplieu, nu<l at the snmo time soliciting 
YOlll' sanction or the lllCUSUl'CS of ulllitary defence I havo 
cloomc<l it my .impcru.tivo duty tQ mlvpt, I dittclt\im any desire 
to duu·go \he uxecutivo head of that government wit.h ne
glect of Juty towards, or want of a proper respect for, the just 
<lemau<ls of our frontier. Ou the contrnry, it affords m& pleRS
uro tv express to you lllY belief that the Prosident on thiii sub
j1.:et has been Jircctoil by enlarged anJ patriotic views. Ilia 
rocomweu<lations to Congre88 in rotcronco t.o the military de-. 
fences of t110 country, havo hecn in tho main wise and expedi
ent. The complicato and arJuous duties of that officer, ex
clude him, l10wover, nccessal'ily, from partici~on .in the de
tails of tho Yarious departments, 11.nd. frequently dovolvc the 
execution of irnpol'tailt measures upon the Jleads ~f those de
partments the practical bearing of which, at the time, cannot 
be fully Jdiown to hirn. With this admission, cheerfully mn<le, 
it is nooossru'.Y fur tlic snko of truth, und in defcmco of my own 
position fccliw!tl ancl sense of ju:.tice, W separate tho ltonora
blo ~tary of War from ilio President, an<l to hol<l him di-



roctly nnsw-crnhle for U10 folsc position he Jing assumed, and 
the ~s injnstico he hns c111lcnvorcd to perpetrate by tlJe un
called for and nn:mtl1orizc1l laflgungc lie ha" thonght fit to em
ploy in n1Jucling to the volunteer scn·jco of this State. In a 
succeeding part of this c.011mmuicatio111 I mn.'· Jia,·o occasion 
to allude to the I>OSilion nml lanb"l1age of the honorable Secre
tar_y. 

In my mes~ngo to the lc~islaturo of December 2Gtl1, 1S49, 
in every sul1 e1p1cnt genernl mc.,:;age, nnd in sevcrnl special 
communicatieins, I had the honor to nd,·crt to the situation of 
our frontier, making i:uch oxplnnntion;i n;; c.xbibited its actual 
condition, nml rec11m111c111ling 1mch measures ns would ensure 
peace llnd security to en!ry portil•ll of it. These references and 
suggei;tionc faill.'11 fo elicit :my action from the legislature, and 
on the occmrcncc uf tho n'ccnt cliflicnltics in the \·alley of the 
Hio Grande, t11c E.xecutivc wus con e1111CJ1tly left without any 
rccomso l1p~·oml thut co11fcrrt~1t hy tho fourth section of the 
sixth nrticlc of the co11:.titntio11, nml the nicls which that cla.ueo 
<lerivcd from tlic orcliuary sympathies of, ntul appeals to hu
manity. Shortly ufter tho tuljuurnmcut of tho lcgislatnre, in
tclli~cnce rcuclietl rrHi of tho dnily N1uctmcnt of seenos nlong 
tho lino of the Hio <imn1lc1 (•;:peciully from Laredo to Point 
Jsahcl, inclucli11g al!it1 tho cvnntry nhoul El Paso, the prominent 
fcaturus of whicl1 wcro 1,1.,0<1. lied uncl robbery. On the receipt 
of this int~•rmution: I folt kcculy tl10 1111rnility of my position, 
in tho nbsoluto w:mt of moan niul well defined authority to 
rcnd<'r the required a.~sistancc to these bleeding sections. The 
obsmd~.,, to the recognition of a stnto military ful'<'.e, brought 
into tho field umlcrncarl.n•imilarcircum:.tanccs hymy iwmcdi· 
ate pr~<lcc~,:;«>r, nml tJ10 relnctam·:-. and <lcln.v displayed in the 
udju:.tmcut of the Jll'cc.'S.,nry t•xpcnditmc incurred tbcrelff, are 
fresh in your rccollccti1.111, nnd you will allow, were calculated 
to throw a1.hlitional c1r1barnl5.-1111ent iu my wa.'·· Detcnnined 
to be cautiou:: in tl1e adopthm of mcruurcs invoh·ing hea'"yex
penditures, autl vi~ilnnt with reforcnco tv tl1c tnio Aitnation of 
affairs, I delayed for SC•mc time iu rc~tl1Jss an~;cty, under th~ 
delush-o hope tLnt the t·xi;;ting trouble:; were not so serious, 
hut that they might po,,..ihly be O\'Clrcomo b.'· the unitc<l efforts 
of the 11utlcn:irs2 nctiug in c<mjunction with the regular military 
forces stativoM in thnt q nartcr. 'l'imc, ho"WCYcr, only served to 
intro<lnce new and rnoro a~grnvatc1l Jisnstcrs to thffi unfortun
ato vallo~·, withont tho prob11bilit~· of wle111mte succor being af
forded by the autlwrity charged with tho military dcfol\ccs of 
the country. 



As a mensnrc purely of self <lcfon~e the citizens of G\'O
ry tra~~ nud vrvtessio1.1 wcrc.c~ri,·cn at 1d~t to the cxtrl'mity of 
orga!1~111~ them~d \'CS mto 1mhtar.'' Cl>rp". armed mu! mp1ippcd 
at then· own cxpcn c. aud of cour.;o nt tho.sacrifice of nil tho 
ndnmtngc,, accruing to tl1c111 ir(•lll the onlinnrr pursuit.ii of 
theirsenmtl l'ocatio11~. "Willi u1·erv 11re•·:111titJn a~1<l aft01' cm
plo~·ing nil tho m~nns w!thin !hc!r po~er, they ~1·cre yet daily 
snl>Ject t<1 thu tml1npp.'· lulu ot mtu - 111~ the rccurr011ce of tho 
mo:it tragic i;ccncs: their frit•udo butchc~rNl-womcn nnd cjiil
dren <li;:1gge<~ into !JOJ~ell'SS r:ipti\•ity-thciryrl'pcrty destroyed 
or cnrrwd oft, and m iml'. m·cry •)thcr 1wt ot :ra11ncih· nnd Yio· 
Jenee u..;unl with, awl l'luu11ckri ·tit· nf law le s n.;~ociations of 
renegatlc ~Iexican::; auu E!lm~c lndin11~. With the actual exis
tence of c,·ils such n;; tliCH',\rher•• tould thew moro properly 
appeal 1:Jr aill the11 to t1teir immc<liate g·11·cinmeut, at\er hav
ing exhnu:;tc~l \\·itlwut l'fli.wt, U\.l'I',\' nppeal to the ~cnernl gov
ernment l Tho }~xl'cnth·o doc~ not led cvnscioui; of committing 
a Bif%1o nror in thi whole m:1ttcr, 1111 le::s it is to lie found in 
dcl:i.rmg too ltmg the ndoption •Jf a 111u~nro which ultimately 
he coni;i1lcn·cl Iii 111scl f nvt only nut horized, hut cumpelled to 
pursue. '£lie 11clay, hm\'C\'l'r. wn e cntiallJ nccc:.-~ury, in or
der that a suitalJIL lin is 111iglit he afiurtled for action in a pJ"ell&o: 
ing om<;rgcuq. 'fliis t!111cr1re11r.r nt Ie11µth wns folly ripe, 
and admitted of no ful'thcr dcln ,.. Tlder111int>d to lcll.\'O noth· 
int? untried thnt woultl cuntribuio to the relief of onr suffering 
fefiow-citizcn~ of this rnlle.,·, Irc~t•lvcil, :l!i 1110 lnstrcsort, tode
maml adc1p1ah' 111111 immediate protection from tho comman
der of tltt\ military dt·p:ll'tlul·nt \\•hich em umccs this f!ection. 
Acc~in.,Jv, I rep:1irccl, iu per.,on, lo tho head quarters of 

this ofhcer, ~·eJll'l'·t•ntiiw with wltnt furcc r conic!, aui:J in great 
candor, the mercilcs. o~dnuglit~ to which these people "'.ere 
subjected, and the i111pl r11tinn1ccr.-sity of i>UJ)plying immediate 
and adequate asJ lance. ~[y 1itntc11wnt..; to him were accom
panied with irrofotnlilc proot~, derive-cl from some of' !11e moat 
intcllipnt and rcliulilc citizens of the Wo Grande. TJJJs officer, 
with commen<luulc pru111ptnc <!. g:irc on]crs for severahompa
nies of mounted ritluu1en to march in the direction of the sceno 
ot' trouble. The great ohJc·ct to be outainea, howe,·or, to gi\•o 
completesecnrity to tl1e li\'C."I and propert.'· of the sufferers, was 
neverthele63, in mr hdict: by tlai;; 111m·c111cnt only hnlf accom· 
plishcd. I do not lllCllll the l-lightcst Jisimra~emcut to th? 
troori of our re!!U lnr ben ic ·. Tlac hil!bly mtcllt~cn.t nnd ch1-
valnc OffiCel'ti mtd \)ran.: lOl'll who Jia,·o \\'OD )a~rels for the na
tion, will not sutler when b1·ought in ~ontrast with any regular 
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service in tl1e world ; but tl1e circumstances under which theee 
companies were to perform a very <lifficnlt <lnty, an<l the pecu
liar nature nnd gre:it extent oi' tho country in which they were 
to operate, rcndere<l,it highly improbable tLat they could do it 
in a complete nncl sntisfnctory m:umer. 

A largo vortiou of ti.Ju m1>1mt-01l force despatched to the Rio 
Grando frunticr, wns colllposcd oi' recruit.;, but a short time in 
the conntri-r, <lc:,tituto of lllilitnr_v experience on an ln<lian fron
tier, nnd wuntiug thnt local kuowlcdgo of the country without 
wb~h even tho most experienced l'llngcrs arc unable to act with 
efficiency. 1l11:ir lion;c:;, too, wcro unacclimatcd; a scrio0& 
drawback, ns nll 111ilitary men woll know, when called ·on 
during the l1cat of summer to dhlmrge actiYe and 11rduoui1 du
ties. -Ucin~ fully porsnnt!od of tho ,iubhlcaS of this view, I de
termined, it practicable, to l1ring iuto tho field sc\·eral compa
nies of volunteer troo? to ad in t·oncNt with the regular force. 

I com11u111icatcd to General ~mith tho sugscation of my pro
bable couri;o, fully cxplu.inc1l my reasons fur 1t, and emleM·ored 
to obtain his concurrcuce. This, howornr, it appears in these
quel, I failc1l to do. 

Shortlr 1lfl1'r 111.v rotum to tho so.'lt of go\""ornmont, three 
suitable 1111lh·id11als, well krn"rn to the country, were designated 
by me with uutlwrity to rai c, nml bring into tho service of the 
State, with tho grcntco;t pos ihlo despatch, n compnny of mount
ed vohmtocrs each, 11r111ml nr11l equipped for ctfoctive duty.
Full and explicit general instructions, rclati \·c to tl10 nature of 
tho een·ico nn<l tho basis <111 which it was to bo created, were 
issued to Oolonel Jame,;~. Gil"9tt, Adjutant General, who was 
directed to ~mpcrinteml tho orgruiizntion of the cbmpagies and 
ruu:;tor thorn into .service. Hut a fuw days elapsed ere 1he first 
company, well uwuntecl nn<l fully nrn1t.-d, wero mnaterod into 
tho scn·icc or the State with mtu·chiJ1g orders for a position on 
the Itio Gran1lc, where their ser\·ioo were grentlv needed; an 
occurrence lii~hly creditahlo t(I tho citizons "·ho w1lunteered 
with such n1ucrity~ nnd the ofliccr chnr~cd witb the duty of 
bringing them into tho field. The difficulties presented by the 
great distnncc, an<l mnn~· 0U1er oppo:;iug obstacJeg, necessarily 
prolonged the time of mustering the remaining companies in
tendoofor opcrntion on tho lower Rio t .. rande. Within area· 
sonabfo pcriQd1 howcvtr, they were mustered in respectively at. 
Brownsville nnd m.., c+mnde City. 

H1ning no menus of obtaining nmmnnition anll supplies for 
the llUpp<>rt or this service, the Executive was compelled to 
t}u:Q"j hm olf U[lOlt IJic libcrur~ nn<l pa•rfo t of the cit,izens 
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of the country. .In this reliance it is most gratifying to state, 
that he was sustamo<l. Gentlemen were fo1111d in San .Antonio 
Laredo, .Corpus. Chri~ti, Bmwus;illo nm! mo Gr.m<lo Oitr wli~ 
nobly stcppeJ forwar~ t-0 tho rescue. by utfording tho nccc~nry 
mea~s ot transportation und supplies, nn<l thus enabling the 
sernc~ to be plnccd upon a firm footing. SuC"h acta, un<ler 
such circumstances, <lemaud mat only a 11pec<ly and willing re
compence, lmt tLe award of prai:Je. 

By authority co~taincd in J1ie general in~tmctions, the Adjn· 
~nt General ''".tli! tl1rcctccl to enter into. contract for supplies in 
krnd and cfunlity i;uch ns are nlluwctl m the rerrular sen·ice of 
the Unite1 State~, to companies of Jiko or!!tmTzation and at 
such rntci; as be might deem crJ11itablc to the contra~tor and 
the State. .Accordi11~ly, ccrtnin contracts were tnade with in
di~·i<lnals of the Lighc.-:;t repnta!ion for punctuality and good 
faith; and 110 far ai; l hal"e hcen rnformcd, thcv ha\'C heen faith
~1lly c?mplied witl1. Duplicatco of these tire open to your 
mspechon. 

From the best iuformntion I can obtain, the volnnteer com
panies han~ been perforu1inrr ~ood nud ettt!cth·e service from 
~he ix;riml they were ru:"ignctl t)1dr rcSfll'CLin' 11tatio11s, iwd the 
mhab1tanta of the Rio (.franc.lo va11e,v 111ve been greatly com
forted hy their p1cscnce. Iuducd, the surest guaranty that 
such resulta would follow the cr<.>ntiun of tho service, \ms de
rived, in a great me&mre, from tho high character of tho offi· 
cers selected to command it. C11ptai11 8haw, a tried soldier, 

• was known to 11osscss untiring ont'l·~y; and wo find him, on 
~be 22d fSeprembcr, short.ly nftur his nrri.ntl nt.his JX>St, ongaged 
in a warm aetiou 'vith the Ooumnches, m wlm·h matters were 
Bo conducted as to secure au achievement highly creditable to 
the commander nnd bis mcu. l'crhaps fow men of the day 
have acquired and dcscn·ed more reputation for high deeds M 

partisan warriors, than Captain!) Davis and Lewis; and I con
Jidered myself fortunate in J>I'Octuiug their services at such a 
juncture. . . 

It is a matter of congrntulntion that my confidence m these 
officers bas met the e.xpectatifJn~ of tl1e country. Peace, .secu
rity and confidence Lave, for a tnuc, hcen restored ~ nn. mtcr
eeting portion of' tho State, to which, for a long period, it bad , 
been a stranger. 

Such a result is pleasing to contemplate, and ~ls loudly_ on 
your.onorahle body to awnrd full compens~hon. and r~1~
bureement to all who have contributed to ac1ncvc it. TWs 111 

due to the Executive, who, in this matter, has cuc.lcavored to 



perform hil'l llnt:y ju tl10 true spirjt of the Co11~titntion and 
laws, to the hrnve officers mid men whv so prompt!~· rc.-pon<led 
to his cnll, to the citiren-. who'" ·Hervu·ly ndvnnced their 1ne>an11, 
and to our sufforin,,. follow-citizcus of tbc hordcr, wLo~e hola.
ted position c..xclu~c<l them from maferfol a1lnmt:1gc.s which 
other port.ion;; ot tho country posc:c.~~. You will. I am sure, 
gP.ntlc·nrnn , ng1'i'C> witJ1 111 .. thnt snrh n. IDC'flslll'l' j,.; ah,.:olutely de
manded, i11 \'indiCt1tio11 ot' Hie tr111; position ot' t11e State, ns re
gards her roltttiYe pnwcr "ith the Oc11crnl Gu,·crnnHmt. Tbe 
Executiro cloc~ 11ol ur~c any thi11g a\Xllugetic for hiti course, 
nor even nsks n11<rl1t in t:xtt•1111atin11, mt he 1110::.t respectfully 
solicit:, the honuralilc r.~i lalnro to institute the cm1uiry.: 
wheU1cr or uot the Gc11ernl t;11,·er11ment lnB nfforucd complete 
ancl snti~foc~1ry pr• )fcction to om· dti?.c11s rc-.icling on the Rio 
Grando froutier; nncl whether, if )<Hit' 1lrcision he in the uega
ti\·e, it wns noL Ll10 duty ut' thu 'Late lo supply tlto deficiency 
through hor own 111ca11..:. a111l then dom:m1l reim buriocmcnt from 
the General Govcm11wnt4 It w11::1 r1•p1\~Scntcd Ly tho civil offi
cers, thnt. they wc1·0 uuahlo to cul'orcc thu law,;, nutl that the 
rc~ulnr forces fllnlionod in tlinl 1p1:1rlct• coul<l lend no ui<l to 
effect tl1i~ nh,i<•11I. 

'!'he Exccutin.i uft!tc State by tho 10th section of the 5th ar
ticle of tli..i c;onstit 1tio11, is rcq1iircd ,: tl• tnku care that the laws 
be faithf'ully executed.'' lie i n11tl11.1rir.e1l likewi1:ie, to call 
forth troop~ ·t(_I snpprc.;s i11s11r1·ccti011 an<l repel inva8ion . I 
know bnt littla of the 11oliticnl \'Ocah11l11ry pf tho honornble Sec
retary of \Var, and I li:\\'c 1w i11fur111atiu11 llcri\'cd lhlln his fame~ 
as a wnrri(ll', n,; to l1is d111ico nt' 1L 111ilitnry le\'.ic·on ; !mt if he is 
not po::itivcly nh<lurntc at heart, n11ll his sympntliies steeled 
~nin~t 11,.:, he must allow, ns an i11tclligeut rnnn, that strong 
combinations (if men organized (JT\ the wc;;t uank of the 
Rio Grnnde, awl fuu11J wo,·i110 i11 l11dile array within our lim
its, with tl1c blood of the slain to mark their foC1tstepi;, are tru
ly charnctcrizcrl us invaders. )fnuy a heart left ruined and 
desolate b,r their nct.i, can tell ,,f in,·asiun. 

On the ':?0th of ..Au.gust, I "'52, I nddr ssed a communication 
direct to the Prt.:si<lcnt of the Uuitc(l States, intUrmin~ him of 
the serious <litlicultics on the Hio Ur:uufo. aud that rn conse
quence of the inadequacy of the rcgufar military force, I lu~d 
felt it my duty t11 take immediate ::;tcp::- for it" relief~ and with 
that view lin1l c:nllecl into Ll10 ser,·ice <lf the State three compa
nies of mounted vol1111tecra. to net in concel't with the ijnited 
States trl>Ops stntiouc<l in that quarter. I requested, like
wise, tl1nt tlte General go,·ernmcnt, would at once recogni2l8 
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the servic~ o!.t1.1ese troops, and m.nkc~uch further and more per
manmt <l1~po1:>1twn a· upon e.xnmrnnlH•u i;lwuld be fonncl neces
sary ~o :ci-tore J~Cacc ~md i;e~uri ry. Tmu«·ript uf , nri1Ju~ pa pc rs 
C<:'nta.111111g continw~twn ol tho stnl<lmcnt llladc in my couunu
mcat1on .to t!1e l're,;1dent. w~rl! trn11sinittcll 11lu11g wit Ii it. The 
comnmn1cnttvn and tra11~cr1ph; '1:eru V('J'Y Jll'oJll·rly n•fcrr<>d to 
the '~ ar pepi~rtment, ancl here, 111 Illy l'Sti111atio11, nil utHcial 
pr~pr1ety 111 th18 11Jattcr cnderl. 

The Scc1:ctar.v says, "Your l~xc<>llrrH'.r is pr11halily 1iwa1'0 that 
tho Exocnt ! ,·o has rcpcntcdly 111fi •r1t11.'\I 01.111gn.1s11 .Llml tlw mili
t~ry e~t.aol1s.h11H.mt of the co1~11tr.1: was inad~1p111tc tu the protec
tion o1 1tq. w1doly e~tcn<lec~ ~runp• .r. a11cl_rcl!l'"llllnc11cled thnt it 
be author17.cd to rn180 acld1t1onal 1urcc l11r tliat Jlllrposo. Con
gress has seen Ht to tlisrcgnnl t h~e l'l'C• 111111ci1tlations, at a time 
~h.eo the neccs::,ity lvr tlwir adoptiw1 wt1s more npparent than 
it 1s at pre. ent. Before the la~t ncljnurnmcnt of Congress, it 
~llR well known thnt there \IW3 ma 11n to apprc11cn<l au 0xten
e1ve onthrcnk of the Indian~ on tlro frontier of Texas, and the 
very lnct communicnterl in Yuar Exl'l11lc11cv's letter. must have 
been known to tho Senators and l1cprC'•Cl~l11th·cs in Congress. 
N evcrtheless, that uoily atljourneil w1thunt taking any stepe on 
the su hjcct." 

Hero then, contnincrl in thi:l Jllll'1\~rnph. is nn unqualific<l ad
mission by the Sucrctl\1T, that 1he

0

U11itcrl Stntcs hail flliled tlO 
gi \'O ndeciunte protectioi1 to thu frvnticr of Tcxns. In "iew of 
tho trn~ic cventa which occurred lrom time to ti mo 011 the fron
tier, with this nchnit~sion J rnight t<tifol,v rc3t.thc propriety oftbe 
call for volunteers. "But Cu11~n.:i;t1 Jun i11~ ncljonrnod without 
takin~ any steps 'on this s11l1ject," the ho110mhl(J Secretary does 
not like responsibility,_ and rclicvct1 him~clf of the onus 88 
follows : · 

"Within a fe,v weeks J'nst, tho Department has been in-
formed by the report of its otlicer~, n11t unlr that the rumor that 
the Indians were prt•paring oxt0nsi,·e hoi.tilitics, was unfounded, 
but that in fact, (n·ith a fo\\· purtail exceptions) thoy ha,·e not 
been for a long time as pcnce:ihlc dispo,,cd. .All a~unts con- • 
cur in represcutiu~ the Cm11anch1.:3 fl~ unu~ally qtnet; and ~y 
advices receh'e·i from Colonel Summer, it appears that trcnt1es 
of peace have l;een conclu<lc<l with the NamJoesand Apncl1~, 
(the two mOt!t powerti1l nntions on the coufines of Nc~v Mexico 
and Texas ;) !hat thcr~ arc 110\l" t.rcatics of pea~c wtth all the 
lndiape in 1\ow .Mexico; nncl, with the. cx~ption of so~e o! 
the roving bands of the plain,-, tl1e Indians Jll that section or 
country have ceased to be troublesome.'' 
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On the 30th of Scptcml1cr, 1852, tho honorable Secretary in
fonne(l n11 '· that all ncconnt,; concnr in representing the Co
manches n.:: 1111u ... 11111ly cptiet." On tho22cl 11f the sumo month, 
Captain Shaw tran .. 111itfotl to me hi::. oHicial account of a severe 
~ht. with n party of that tribe, fa wl1id1 tho Indians were sig
n.:\lly clefcl\t<.'<I. 
. It mnst ccrtninly uc flnttcrin,.. to the Gcncrnl CToycrnment, that 
the humane policy towanl the fmlia11 trilici! is ubout to be success
fully cnrriccl out nuder the nc11ni11istrntion of Mr. ('onratl, e,·~n in 
respect to tho nomncl ic Om1n11chc. The chri::tinn nnd the philan
t11rophis~ will donutlc~s rc·joice nt tho pro,pcct of beholding the 
Navujoc::1 nml .A.ptichc" cnpable nt no <li»hmt day of npprcciat
ing uationnl and l'ocinl ohltgations. Our fordistnntfriondsnnd 
fellow citi:t.c•ns of El Pnso, ltithorto lnng11U1i11~ Ul\dl·r tlio prt>S· 
sore of diillcultics, arising fro111 Imli1111 hvRtility on the an
uouncement trom i.n't:h high autlwrity "that with fow excep
tions the Indians in that ll\'ctinn hn,·c ccn ·eel to bctrouhlesome," 
will at ouco nsscmhlcnml with honfircs nnd illuminations, tl1ey 
will cl1aunt hosannas to him who has wrought this hnp11y con
summation, ,nnd exultin~ ove1· such un au.:;picious event, they 
will 1<itdowu withthuirrecl lirollm11111n<lurthcit·ownvine aucl fig 
tree, ancl smoke tlw calumet of peace. But with all tbeee as
surances ot universal pen<"l', I clonlit it' tho good people 'C>f the 
Rio Grande will be comforted for tho irreparable loss of their 
murdered rclntinn~ und friends. 

Tho Ilonorablo Scc1·ctnry co11tim1c~-" under these circnm· 
stances, even if thl!ro wore n nrnnifo,,t nccei>sity for an additional 
increase of the military cstalJJi,,J1111e11t~ the Executive would 
hesitate to call into the scr\•ice of the gu,·cn11ncnt a. deacription 
of force, which, wliil1J it i·N Jar ll!~'J efficient tlian that which 
Oon9re88 r.j'u.wl fl> <wll1orize, id more expensh·e." In an of
ficial note tu Mr. Howard, ono of our representatives, atter de
clining to autlioriZl' the muster of the •olunteer companie;; into 
the service of tl1c e nited States, ho sa.ri;, "I deem it proper to 
add, moret>Vcr, that Yoluntccr compnniea thus organized, with
out the sanction nnd contrary to the judgment of the nuthori
tiea properly charged with tho dofouco of tho country, ha,·e a 
tendency to create hostilitiC1>, and rather to endan..,cr the peace 
of the frontil•r." Here, then, we 11ave, in regard to our 
military history, a specimen of rare intelligence, and an official 
oourtesy of which I sincerely wi>lh we 11&ay have few examples.
A.midat. the gny, gaudy glare of the fodcrnl city, the great em
porium of fashion and elegance, it. is not wonderful that the 
Minister of War should forget the history of onr country, even 
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so fll!' back ~ tl1e J?Crio<l when she made her transit ti·om a Ro-
pnbhc to a State of the Union. • 

Not possdSSing th~ necc1>8ar,v information, if tho honorable 
Secretary had tlie vu-tue of patience, he miid1t have learned 
that Texas before she transforred her nationnlitv till<l with it he; 
resolll'ces, to the Federal Union, had dcrnoust..tated the efticienr 
cy of her Tolunteer troops by 11 i:eries of un1>nrullelcd sncce86-
es over the common enemy, whill', at the same titllc, l!he beat. 
back from her borders hor<lcs of their snYage auxiliaries. 

This ie a matter ot' liit!tory. 
If he had pos:-le~sed the iil.1eral and enli~l1tened views of n 

statesman, combined with an 11dccp1atc military knowledge of 
t?e w~uts ~f t~e frontier, he would have nctcd ahoYe the snspi
mon of preJnd1ce, au<l ntfonlod to democratic Texas the milita
ry aids she needed, and had a right to dtunaud. 
If with a .properi;enso of duty, lie had po$sessed anyofothemilk 

of human kmdnes:;; ins tend of tho col<l, calculatiug, political com
munication, such as wo have now to lament, the honorable Sec
retary would ha.ve confiueu himself to the propriety of stating 
that under existing Jaws, tho volunteer companies mustered in
to the service of t'uc State, could not be received, but that the 
Executive would recorn mend to Con gross the j n.stice of making 
tlie necessary appropriations to meet the contingen~y. 

I will not, however, detain your honorable bodies with fur.. 
tller comment apou the extraor11inary yfows on this subject e~ 
tertained by the honorable Secretary of War as expressed in 
his communication herein referred to. I only desire that the 
matter should be placed in a proper light, ancl not be suhjocted 
to the neglect wb1ch might enuro from the indifference ID ref. 
erence to it so clearly manitestetl hy tbat irentlcl!lan. The doc
umentary evidence accom1)an)·ing1 wifi irrefutably prove 
the assertion tlll\t the l'Ch•ular troops in that quarte~1 were from 
nature and paucity, unequal to the task a.ssigned tnem of pro
tectin~ tho mhabitimts and their :property, and, that under the 
refueal of the Federal govemu1out to take the neeeaeary steps, 
there remained but two alternatives, either for the State t.o come 
forward and save them, or permit lawleiis bands ot' foreigners 
and savages to dei;oln.to the country, and seal their daily atroc
ities in their victims' blood. 

Among the vn.rious ptipers connected with tho l'!ubject her~ 
with transmittc<l, I ha\·e the honor to lay before you. an~
mate of the prohahle 1~;,:pcu<lituro causod by the mnstenng m of 
these volunteer troops, drawn up b,v the Adjutant-General of 
Ito St~c undi·r my direction; nurl C .respectfully a.Qk tLatyour 
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honorahfe bodies will mnke such an appropriation as will meet 
the contin~cncy tl111:> creatccl. • 

The scr~iccs" of these thrl'c companies of volunteers, rec;pec
tively, cxpfre uuder their prcSl'llt ter111 NI the lSth vi' February, 
and 14th aml ~ l::,t of )larch, l ~;,;3; nnd the state of affairs on 
the lower 11io Ura111lo rC'rnh·r it hif?hly prol>n.ble that a contin
uation of tl1cir services will lie nece;<i:;ary; should it, therefore, 
be deemed by your honorahlo lx11lic:. a<h·b:nhlc to coutinue all, 
or any of' tbcm, bt·~·ou<l that period, it is rcspcctfoll.r suggested 
that a fnrther and snitnl>lc }Jl\H' i~ion hu nul<lo t.o cover the ad· 
ditional cxpen.;cs tl1crch,r incurred. 

The nnfort1111ate situation of the upper Hio Grande, rendered 
it im1)racticable to fmni:-;h volunteers with the necessary sup· 
plies, nud tlia Exc<·uti\'u wus cont!cclucntl~· uuaLle to render 
the protection thry liu\'c' so Joug 111:c1 ctl and so earnestly soli
cited. 

Thcaccompanyi11g <lucumcmts, herein rcforrod to, are mnrked 
A 1 to 32. 

The adjustment an<l final settlement of our entire public 
debt, without further delay, is n i;ulij('ct of such immense im
portnuce, intimatd,\• counl•ctctl :u; it ii., in my judgment, with 
the immediate and pruspcctivo dc,·clopments of tho various 
resources of the :--tatc, nnd deeply i11voh·i11g her honor, that it 
should cngngo tho lllust ijcrious tlclibcro.tiou of your honorable 
bodies. • 

Near the clvso ot ·tho hu•t session of Congress, several propo· 
sitions iu reference to this sul~jcct were laid before that body, 
nnd from the zenl with which they were pre,;i;cd by their res
pective adv-ocatcs, a l'l!at'onable expectation was indulged, al
though no fiual nctiou was taken upon all}' of them, from the 
acth·o aud powerful iutincnccs likcl~· to be renewed on the as
sembling of tho prc,,ent Cougrc:;:;, lhut some one of thtJ pro
posed measures woul<l uc adopted; constituting thereby a suffi
cient basis for action on your part. 

lnfluooce<l in a great tuca;;ure hy thi;:: consideration, I beJiev· 
ed the day named in tLe proclamation for convoking you, the 
moet auspicious thnt could be cho. ... en. 

It does not ap1lear, howe\•er, that Congress has taken any 
definite action on nuy of these propositions; ne>ertheless, such 
ie the urgency of this question to the ~tatc and her creditors, 
and I may a<ld, to the Uuite<l State;<, that I sincerely believe 
that it is a legitimate '.:ln<l proper ouc fu1· discussion and action 
dnring your present ~ession . 

Tho financial <.'Ommittee of the United States Senate report-
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ed a bill, the object of which was to pey the revenue debt of 
Texas ~t.1ts face value, in three per cent. stock, cancelling the 
five m1lhons of fo·e per cent. stock due the State undor the 
boundary act ot September 9, 1S50. ' 

'l;'he s?urce from which this proposition emnnntes, certainly 
entitles it .to respec~ul consideration ; abd if it is to be valued 
l~y Tex~ rn .the rat1~ of the pcctminry benefits likely to be dc
nved !rom 1t, t1.1e!1 rn<lecd, 1;he mig:ht, witJ1~ut ceremony, em
?race it and r~101c~ o.ver the bargam; bnt m this instance it 
is my honest connction that we cannot faithfully ser\•c onr 
country and mammon too; and if a measure should.be adopted 
by the Federal Government without the concurrence of the 
people of Te~),, it will manifest uu utter disre!!llrd of the eov
erei~,rnty of the r:state, and shoultl be indignantly repelled. 

While.the State of Texns would not object that the Qlngress 
of the United States should bestow upon tho creditors of Texae, 
or upou any other class of lier citizens, any gratuity which to 
that honorable body may seem expeditlllt, yet we ought seri
ously and strenuously to protest against their assuminH the ad
judication of the character and amount of our Jiabihties, and 
the establishment of that amount in contravention of the roles 
which tho State has acfopted aticr much delay, discussion and 
embarrassment. And more etij>ecially ought we to protest 
against an appropriation of the money ot tlie State by any au
tlwrity other than her own Lcg~slature, when the avowed object 
of the appropriation is to apply it i11 violation of the settled 
policy and laws of' the State. 

Does the five millions of dollars retained in tbs Federal 
Treasury belong to the United States i It does not. It is as 
much the property of Texas us was the five millions. which 
have already been paid to lier, and she alone has the right 1!' 
prescribe in what maurer it is to be applied. It is true th~t it 
is retained, nnfo1tunately, with our assent, as a guaranty again.st 
the supposed liability of the General Government for certam 
debts of Texas, contracted prior to annexation-retain~, how
e\·er, only as a security, and without the shadow of a right to 
appropriate any portion of it. .. 

The act of Congress in which this fund had its or1gm, was 
accepted by the :people of this State as a measure of con:ipro
mise and it mamfestly contemplated that it should be paid to 
the State; that payment to bo withheld until a certain class of 
11er creditors sboulLl file releases at the Federal Treasury of Ml 
claim a!!ainst the 1J nitcd States for their debt ; but by none of 
iu provisions could it ha.ve been intended that these debts were 

a 
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Co be paid out of 1l1i~ fund by the oOiccrs of tho United Statet 
Trott111~, mid m1;ch l c•1ultl it l1n,·e Leen cunlemphlterl that 
lb c uflic n;, or •11.;!'.I ~. ur m1y 01 licr power tlum the 8tnte.of 
'.fcx11 , houlu dctcrrumo whnt wa tlic m1101111t or her indcuted· 
n ; nd to ru umc liJ do so mm· will be n 'il•lutiun of the 
"-'<1m11rom!. · t ·t •. imtl 11 diroct i11~11lt to"\ imply inf;, as it would, 
a wnnt of 1~t mty ou our }'llrt m the nd.111t>hu<:11t of the claimo 
of our cn:d1tv1-c. 

T . sn • n.; n ovcroi~1 • tale, clni111s the right tn settle witll her 
cn::d1to · nud to pny th ·m nt lier vw11 trc:.t,..Ur\· witl1<111t the in· 

• • • I .. , 

tcn·c11tto11 or 111~ul111rc11co ol nr1y 01 he1· power; bnl whether 
lh y nr to. be \~\~ti Jic~e •Jrnt W 11:.l1i11glm1 ('ii ,r, is not. pcrhnJ>i>, 
n 111nlt r vi 1111c1c11t 1111port11n,·c to 111nke it a ahjcct of cvn
tc t. Wu 11111,r \\Cll nlti11d l~J "·ain.: nil u11mcn11i11~·p1111ctilio in 

11nloy t lin tcu t.hu d irablo con 11111111atin11 uf pnyi11~ the: debt; 
I.mt 1t I n •111 l11111 uf \Cry ~r. HJ i111 rc,.I, 1111tl 1111e wliicli sell~ 
re ptn:l IU1·Li1ls 11 to j i1Jld, ,; l1Ptl1cr tlio 1'11.r111ent io t<.1 Im 111ude 
nccurdi11g to our vw11 11 cm tninmcrrt 1Jf the nuw1111t ruspcctini· 
ly lluo tu l':u:la u11u ul' tho crcdit111"!!. or whether tho Con,,.rese, 
or thu u1litc1 of tho Trc. ury vf the Uriilcd Stut~, nre to de
tl!rtuino tlint 1><•illt lor 11 • 

A prllpu ill 11 lins h, c11 11rn1lc to Con~rcs~ ily a})o1·tion of tlie 
ere litum Q( Toxn 1 nt wh c lrcnd wru; Ch:ucrnl umes lla1uil
lo111 n g •utlomnn uf 1•11ligl1tl1m•d ,·icwi!, wlttJ hn~ always, I :im 
l1npl' · to l tc, mnnifoi;tcd re• f1llct lt•wards 'l'c.\n~ i11 all lier 
c111a,nrrn "111 •ut nml I\ witli11g11c• to ecttlo with lier, upon jn&t 
nud c'1ultnol • pri11cil1l , o to 111ocli(,· the pri>,·i1:1ions c11' the net 
of l "50• und~r whic 1 thi money wus retained in the Treasury, 
n w 1wrmit &ucl1 Qf tlac <:rti1litvr n wcro willing to file tlreir 
:role.~• tu rec ·h·c nt <111cc: the n111onnt wliich wu~ d1te them ac 
cording lO the ndju tnumt of tl1cir claim:. 111arlll 1111der onrlnws. 
Thi propo ition, o !uA-'-oualilc a11~l j1i-t. in it::.elt', sl1C11~lil, in my 
judgu1cut, )m,·c rec •1n.'<l tlte m1ctwn ul Congre.:i::;, ·without the 
elight t h itnlfon. 

It i um1cc sary ngaiu to cnll ,SL•llr attention to thnt stron~e 
P.rov1 ion uf' tho lnw, (.Jr. '!1oro prupc~ly, ~hat b~m.nge construe· 
t1on or the Inn) undc·r wl11ch the cnurc fi\·e rn1ll1ons ~re to be 
retained until ,·cry creditor hns filed hi::- rclea-,e. It .1:; a pn>
i·i ion, (if tlto net )111 been properly co11~truetl) winch m~~t 
h11v ~n inc 1rpurntcd, without· due rcfl~t1on upon the .eff"ct 
of its prncti 1 operation. for' c nrc uot "·illi11g tv entertm.n tbe 
belief thnt th (Jon"'l"CSS Qf the U nitcd ::lr:ttca e•·ur de.:;.1gned 
tbot ono or two o tmato creditors l1ould, by rl!iusi~g to fild 

oir relea.&Ci, hn~·-0 it in their power to Jofeat the efforts an 
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wisl1es of al~ the others nn<l of the State in the flnal settlement 
of th~e claims .i and yet snch is, and will continue to be tho 
practical opernt1on nud effect of tlii~ pro\'ision, until it is modified 
1U t!te mn11!1er prop~etl uy the cre1.11tol'll to whum l luwe al111<lccl. 

1he Yar1011s qnest1uns ccmncctc1l with the public deht ot the 
S~atc, h:.w~ buen so often presented by me to the oonllidenttion 
?f t~1e Le~r!:>lature, and kt\·e been so often disc118Sed by it, that 
it ~\:oul<l i:;eclll i:;npe~·tlnon'3 t? c~nploy any furtlior argument in 
reference to the suhJect; sl!ll.1t ucetm to me that nll h1lpe is 
not y~t lost, ancl~that s~rncthrng mny au1l 1'houhl be done by us, 
to rcltC\·e th\! State lrom tl1e nupleasnnt crisis hnnrrin,. O\'cr 

her in conse'].ttcnce of het· sitnntiun ju thi~ mnttt?r. 
0 0 

It 1tppcaring, thus for, that Ooncrress has failed to take any 
action in eitlu:r or the propositionttv whicl1 I ba,·e referred it 
may now be proper !or you, M the ropre5entnth·es of the people 
of the Stute, to indicate hy resolution or 11rotest, the views 
which all who cutcrtnin n ini;t f'enE=e of tl1c rrahts uf Texas and 
her scn-ereignty m m;t u111i1;tain tm this q11e;;t i{~l. • 

The proposition cantai11od in the b:ll of tho ilinnnrc commit
tee of the Henntc, wa.; no <loubt adoptecl from patriotic \"ieWS, 
an<l with tlte lic:::.t fol'linga fu1· Texns. fo hi?r i;orerei~n charac· 
ter, howcnir, site claim;; the 11111lc11iahle right to exnminc fts 
material li.mtures, and jnclgo of tlte>ir merit. Beliet"ing. then, if 
this meRSllfC is alJowe(I t•l J>:lilB tame!.>' and withont resi1.1tance, 
that it will i;weep Rwny with it e\·er~· i;J1aclow of State sove
rcignt~·, I must be nllowecl h> Fay it i~, m ~ny eetimntion, wholly 
ina<lmissible; nor is snb111issiu11 to it': in m~· jud~ment, the pro
per way to indicate our regard for the l~e<leral Union or out 
relation to it. As n prt•ccdi.:nt it is dnu~crous and ~hvuld be 
avoided. A \'cry r,ugaciuus writer jnstl.Y observes: '' On.e 
})recedtint c-ren.tcs mwthcr. They eoon ncc1un11l11te and COJJ$tt· 
tute Jnw " 'Lat Jl'"terdny w:t~ fact, to-<l:i.y in doctrine. Ex
amples ~re suppuscd to jnsti(v the most 11:.rnge.rons rn~BBnres, 
nnd whPn they ifo not suit exactly, the deft.ct 18 rm pplted by 
aualo,gy." The position which I now orcnpy thwards my co!1-
Gt ituents :md foll<'W·citizc11E, will Soon l'Ca6e to exist; but, m 
surrendering to them I !10 lii~h tru~t ,, hich they so generously 
confided to my !rnnd=, ! J1011ld feel thnt I hnd nctcd the 11art of 
nn u11li1ithfnl ser\'ant, if 1 foil to do all that is in my power to 
keep frNn their esc11t.clicC1n tl~o foul lilot 'lthlch. in. tllJ hnmblo 
jud•?ment would tamblt it, were we tamely and silently to al
'Io";'='thc C~n.,re.c:s of the U nitccl Stat~ or any uthcr power, to 
interfere \Vith our intcruul alfairs and to Msumu their mnnnge
ment without even extending to us the poor com1>liment of eon· 
snlting us on the snlijcct. 



While tueso arc my view:l as to the truo position the State 
hae & right to hold m reference to this reserved fond, it may 
etill be worthy of consiucratio11, inasmnch as she is at preeen 
paralyzed b,V the non-action of the Federal Government, and 
may probably remain so for a length of time, whether, under 
all the circumstanceR, it might not he expedient for Texas to 
consent to the issue of three per cent. bonds in amount equal to 
the face nuno ot' the rc\·cnno debt, na a substitution for an 
amount of five per cent. in<lomnity bonda e'l.ual to the scaled 
value of said debt as adjusted by the Au<litor1al Board. That 
is to say, in illustration, that the United State.'i issue eight and 
a half millions of throo per cent stock on tJ1e surrender, by 
Texas, of four and a half millions of the !)tock due under the 
act of 1850. 

I make this suggestion' to youi; honoral>le l>Odies in view of 
the vital importance to tho interest ot' the State that some p!an 
should be adopted by which this vexatious and annoying sub
ject may bo settled consistently with the honor and rights of 
Texas, and unlcSI> S\ltnc butter plan shall be conceived by your 
collective intellig<mcc, it may probahly serve as a basis for your 
action in bringing this matter to a close, in a. satisfactory man· 
ner, to tho thrco i utercstcd parties, to wit: tho State, her cred
itors, and the United States. It is to be distinctly understood, 
however, that the mode of adjustment adopted by Texas is 
equitable and just. • 

By the prol?osed plan, Texas loses nothing ; tl1e General Go
vernment, ultunatcly, is not greatly lbser (as the difference be
tween the rate of interest of the two stocks, three and five per 
cent., would almost, at maturity, amount to tho exce88 of issue 
in the principal,) the creditors would be reconciled, and a satis
factory settlen.:ent of the debt effected. This is a mere sugges
tion thrown out with duo dcfc1·enco for your consideration and 
bett.er judgment. • 

The report of tbe Stat.e Treasurer and its accompanying state
ments marked B 1 to 5, here\Vith transmitted, gives a. Jucid exhi
bition of the transaction of his office for the fiscal year ending on 
31at October, 1852. In drawing the particular attention of your 
honorable bodies to these important and interesting documents, I 
with pleasure recommend the adoption of the suggestion there
in contained, and trust that the requested sanction will be given 
to the course that has been pursued by the Treasurer in the dis
charge of bis ardnous duties. ' 

Since the adjournment of the Lcl?~slature, the subject of in
ternal improvements has excited a lively interest throughout 
the State. Public meetiugs and conventions have been held at 
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vari••?s poiut.s? ~d ~t ~11 of th(lm there has been a deciJed ex· 
press1011 o_f opm1?n m !avor of some liberal and enlarged sys
tem, hanng for 1t.s o~iJect the ~~nnexion of the various point.I 
of the Sta~ by a r11pul mode ot 111tcrco111municntion. 

At one tune the impruvcmcut of our rinmi s1.-e111a to have at
tracted the largest share ot' public attention, hnt it now apJX•nrs 
t.o be gene~ll~·. c':mcedcd, that of t.hemselnJS they will be in· 
ca~a\Jlc of ati~rdrn~ the means ot transportation nnd travel 
w!nch th~ rapid s~tt!timent nnd v1l8t rt-sonn.•cs of tho conutry 
will .rcqmi:-o; an.d 1t 1A at the present tinw a qut:t1liou of seriqu11 

coml1<lcrat10n with many intelli•!'Cnt citizens whether a largo 
cxpcn<litnre of money for the i~tcrual imp;ovements of tlie 
State, nncl tor the facilities of commerce would not be better 
applied to the construction ot railways than tu tho opening of 
our 'mter courses. 

It it1 believed that no section of the Union la better adapted 
to *lie conistruction of roods than Tcxni~. J 11 many regions vut 
strctchc!J of country would re11uiro Yery little gradin~, and the 
facility with whicl1 the ground cuuhl generally he prepared for 
the recepti1111 of the rails, would more than o\•erbalance the in· 
com·cnicnce which might rCbult from the i;carclty of tJmber lo 
some of the sections m·cr which amch road11 would p888 :·an in
convcnicm.'C that would hardly be folt, it tho wprk8 were com
Jncnccd ut 11oi11ta where tho a<lvunhl~cs of the gulr would af· 
ford cheap transportation of iron and uthcr material until the 
l\'O<>d ln11d11 could be reached. 

llithcrto several eLartc1-s luwe hecn gra.nted t.o individual 
com panics, and if the routes th ns uuthorirA!<l can ue completed 
within a rcaaouablo time, the ~<lvantttg<'s to. the country wo~ld 
bo incalculable. .liy a law ot the lW:lt L('gu~lature, a donation 
of eioobt !klctious of land of 640 ucrOtJ each it1 granted 'for every 
mile ~f rail road that ma\' be constructl!d by these companies, 
but, up Co thili period, thu'i: liberal act is inopcrath·o aaa mea~s 
of capital in tLu hands of tbe companies for whose benefit tt 
-.·as iotend1.'<l. _ 

.Among the vnrious plnns cli~cussed with a view to the ac
complii!bmcut of this great 1~l>jcct~ two h'!'ve beeJ? broug~t 
J>rominently licivrc the lmblac. 'Ihe first J8 found m the lnll 
which was bcforu the I ouse of Hcpreeeotativee. '!'t the last 
legislature, the featuru11 of which are 110 donbt fan.uliar to your 
honorable bodies. Iu addition to tho eight sections of land 
rer mile to lie gh·cn, th~ fricucls. of that rnea1111rc propose to 
act aside as a pcrn1aucnt rn\crunl 1mprovemo11t fund, some two 
and a half or three millions of dollare, to be loaned to such 

• 
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rail road companies RS shall within a reasonnblc time complete 
a given section tlf road upon nnyJwojcetcd routes, in amount 
not to exceed SLOOO per mile. :u1 a like sum for euch subse
!luent Scctiun that 111ny be completed ~ "llCIJ companies mortgag• 
•mg nil interl·St in the pr<iperty of the J'Ond to the ~tutc, and 
pnying an interest of fh·o per ecntum per nnnnm: which inte
~t i-. 111 l~1rm n ~l'Jteral educal iou:il f1111d. TJ1is is iu cfli.>ct a 
prupositi.m fur tlil· 8tatc to ~ct 11 irle a specific amount of the 
tnoney 11uw in the Tren~nry, t11 he l111111cd to tho rei:pl•cti1·c eom
p1mies in a11111s eq•1 al to about 011c·t hi r1l oft he cost of con:;truct· 
mg the r(latls; and to be .Ju:mNl only aR the works progress, 
the ~late sccurlug to Lcr~clt a lien up<111 the in\'e,tmcnts made 
by tho stockhvhk~, and upon the whole road for the re-pay
'ntent of t lu• 1:nm1s J,1mie<I. 

In :Hllliti(ln to t!1 b, the n1h-ocntc of thi. measure propose to 
pro\·ido for s11d1 11ro"'l'ecti\·e g11ur1111tccs in regnrd to the lnnc1ed 
dunntioni'I U'i will l·nah!c the ct•mp1111il• tv anticipntc the us@ of 
the lands ll" I\ mt'illl~ of procuring cnpitnl tor the spcccly com· 
plctiun uf the prvjL'<!tcd works. 'l'lacy 1ihm propose tltat ench 
county und town in the Stale shall ho nt lihcrty, by popular 
vol<•, to suh;;<•ril1t• in tlit•ir <'••l"!•oJ":tt<l l"npncity for11nch an amount 
of 11tut·k in nny m:HI or l'11tc>r/1rir.c 11• they· 11hall elect; the 
amount tltt1.; pnicl hy cnch in 111liita11t to become R stock cer· 
tificntc ~ the whoh• i:y ·tcm to he i-nl1111ittc<l hy an enactment of 
the IA"gislutu ro t<i t lie people, Ii 1r t ltci r 11 J>J'l'(l\'lll or rejection. 

This cua"ory \'icw of tho gc1wr11l J>l'np•~itiuns contained in 
the plnn rcti.·rrL'<l t11, it is hclic\'ccl, 1mflicil·ntly ernhrnccs it. Irs 
n1l\'oC1tlL'S nr~ with zcnl that t!to syt\tem if adopted wt1uld 
spccdilr litcilitatl• the con~trnction 1>f scnirnl u~ct"ul enterpri!<es. 
Tln1t the ~lute would 11<! i:ecurc in her loans, as the individual 
i11n:;;t111c:it.; woulil prcchHlo 1111profit:1ule routes orspec11lations
th11t the land tl1111nti1·11~ wonltl ~rc-atl \' ehlumcc the redi<lue )cf\ 
to tlie State-that ti~ cvmpl~tion t~f \'aluablo impro\·cme11ts 
would i11cr1.:nrn the wenlth -Of tlic <'Onntr,·, nncl ndd to it~ suu
atantial t11'\ai.lc prupcrt~·-nml that upon the return of the fnnd 
to the Tr~·n nry ! it cvul<l agnin he in n:~tcd in otht•r works until 
~very J•urtiou of the State would dcrhc qn equal share of its 
benefits. 

The other pl:m, and the only ono to 'vhich I shall also allude 
at preeeut, was origi11all.'· JlrC eute<l hy the recommendation of 
a convention held at Gah·c~ton, and is perhaps familiar to moat 
of )'O.,!l. This plnn contemplnte a icl1cmc of internnl improve
ment& to oo undertaken and conducted wl1olh- by the State. 
!fbeee improvemcnt3, it is intcmledi shnl! supersede the iudi-
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vidn~l ~n~~rpriscs already nut!1oriZ('<l. To ntit<O tltu ncn>ss:irv 
fund~, 1t 1~ .proposed thnt ~he :Sta!n should lx1miw thl' ral1itiil 
~pun .th~ tmtb. of the pnbli.c. cn•rlit._ A cu11Rtit11tiu11nl prv Jilil· 
tiou, it. i:o !'<l1111ttctl b.~· the 1ncnd:. ut the llll'U. urc>, eta111ls iu the 
way ot this un.dcr.takmg; m~d .it it1 therefore propuacJ hy tliCJu 
th11t th.e. co11i.t1lutw11:ll rc:-tr1c~wn he l'\'lm~~cil l•y su Lmittiug IL 
prop<mttou t~ the peu1~lc to tl11s end, a111l 1t clli.·ctcd, it ib ii1bih· 
tcd that the State credit would 111C1rc ccrt11iuly rnil!e the c:npitul 
than any iudi\·i<lual security . 

. 1 am not proparccl to .i:ay that n dtn111?<' nl' tllC' cnn,.tit11tinn in 
t111s rctipect would be t•1tLcr wii;c or ~alntnrv in tht· pn•i:cnt nt· 
titudc vt' uur State affairs. The inhihitinn ;,.,ain~t k1u11i1w tho 
credit of the~tate, \\~U~ iutcn<l~<l, 1111!1 I think ~·iscly ~o, to17\·uid. 
the cm h:ura~ments mtu wl11ch tlw Rt·1111 bite 111 Tc.xa11 am! 
muny CJf the Stntcs of the Gnion hnd fallen. Without suc11 in· ' 
~ibitio~, coml,inaliun~, or hasty lcgi~l11ti!l11 might lcnd to t<nch 
1111pron<le11t us~ of State credit 1is wonl<l i11,·olvu 1lilliculties 
re1p1i1·i11g ycal'I! for their reuwvnl ; nml 11lthn111rh it micrht seem 
to ulfonl a tcmporury impetus to the pr11:-ipcrity of the 
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country, 
yet woul<l result ultimately in the 11ro~tmtiun of its euergie& 
and power. · 

I likewise entertain <lonlib! of the propriety of the State c11· 
gagin" in works uf iutcrnnl imprm·cmc11t, to the exclusion ot 
all iudividual cntcrprize. Expc1·icncc hns i;}10wn tl1nt f,l'Q\'Cm
ments pnl highcr for public woJ"ks or f:illJlplict1 thun imli,·i,luals 
engngcd m simihu· undertakings, nml t l1crc ii;, gclll rnlly 1.<pcak
ing, mnch less dispntch in thoir pro~ccutiou. Tho capital in· 
vct1ted by i11Jh•i<lunls prompts tLeui to l'twrp-y and cconoDlYt 
while public agents luwo rrut tl1e snme i11cc11tivcs of persoual 
ir1t<!rct1t to urge them to cith~r the ~1110 or the 11thc.r. . . 

It has uccurr:d to the hxccut1vc, that the lu'15t plan is, m 
faC't whit the i;econtl ii> cvufo,,,.cd Ir ~11 hjcct to conetitutionnl 
oLj~ctions, in11s11mcl1 as no nppru1;riatio11 can be matle fur 
purposes of' internal imprun~mcnt for a lun~r period !han two 
~can. It is ul!li,wcd, however, that no such co11stit11t1unal vb· 
Jection exis~ ns l'cgurds npproprintions for purpoeee o~ cl.Inca.· 
tivn. The wholi• spirit of unr legislntivn ~bows thnt tl11s great 
object was nut only intcnJe.l to be, but should be parn111011nt to 
all others in rccei\·ing the fnlitcrin~ cure vt' tho go\·crnmc!1t. 

I am not prcpnrcd to s:ly wlint amo1mt of munc)· now m the 
Treasury could I~ spnre<l lvr this purpoee, after n ~·uir ~dj~st
ment of th'! public <lcbt. It seem:> tu me, howe,·cr, 11. this d1ffi
cnlty were fairly ndjustetl, the friends or the grcnt. !ntcr<:at of 
internal improvements might unite upon a J>lan which would 
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accomplish their fa,·orite object, witliunt bein~ sectional in its 
character, or infringing upon nny constitutiu1ml inhibition. The 
Thgislature might nppruprinte nny i:;urn uf tho United States 
bonds, now in the Trc:m1ry, which conlc.l be t<pnrcd without in
jury to the public ti.lith, a~ n permanent education fund. Th('n, 
asa secure in\"Cl;tmc11t of that fund, its luan mi~ht Le authorized, 
under certain prcncribc<l guarn11t<'c.", tot>uch ruilway cumpnnics 
as should hn,·e com pletcd, anti hnYc in succei;:.ful upcrnt1ons, a 
certain section of roa<l; (tho 1011..,.or the setcion tho ~renter tho 
seccrity to the State;) the sumo fuancd nut to exceed one-third 
of the coet, at a minimum ,,rice, 1111d increasing the lonns with 
the progress of tho road : t 1c State to be secured by prcforred 
inortgages upon the roadti, nnd the loans only to be ctJntinued 

. until the principul and intcrc:;t rci111b11l"l:'c1l could be protitnbly 
invested in some gcnurnl syatc111 ot' ccl11r11ti1111. 

It is believed tlll\t n system crnhrncinµ the"le r;cnerol frotnree, 
aided by donations of land wo11l1l, if j1111iciul1y ~rant'--cl for a 
few yenrs, ensure the employment of sufficient private capital 
to construct a !Cw prominent ron<ls, such 1\s arc now moststrong
Jy required by tho wants of tho three ~rent sections of our Sb\te. 
It l1as been cati111ut-0cl upon dumonatrnblo c•n.lc11l11tiona, thnt the 
active employment of such n c11pitul thr se\.·cn years, would 
add o\"er one Jiulf to tho origi11nl investments made by the 
State, and, if continuc<l forsovcutecn years, the uriginal amount 
would be nearly truhlctl. 

In presenting to you the several features of these different 
plans, I am onlv influcncml by a Jesirc to lay before you snch 
mforiuntion na l hilvo in rclnti•m ton 1mbjcct which now occu-
pi~ so large a share of public uttcnl.ion. \ 

'Vhilot I acknowledge to you, nn<l to the country, that I am 
in farnr of the construction of railroads, as wcJJ as the improve
ment of our principal rivors, upon a well dcvii;ed systim, t-0 be 
based upon the tl"Ue resources of the conn try, and adapted to 
its wants, I mm;t at the same time confess .that I reg!\rd it as 
aecondary to a full nnd fair a1lju&hncnt of" our public debt as 
ascertained by the Auditor and Comptrvller. That the State 
baa. money in her Treasury beyond what is necessary for the 
ordmary support of the government, presents, in my estima
tion, the strongest nrgnment for the pa),ncnt of Ler debt; and 
until this is done, or some certain provision made for that object, 
the ~ppropriati?n of the money to other purposes wo~ld !:>e ex
ercising bad faith toward" her creditors, and would mentably 
depres:s her character abroncl, to a ~renter extent than the .ac- • 
complishment of tl..te most stupendous system of internal 1m-



pro.vem~nts could. elevate it. Nations, like individunJs, should 
be JUSt m thu. perfor~nance of tlwir c11g11gemcnts, and whenever 
tho_y dcp:nt. from tins well recognized principle of ethics, J10u._ 
evl!.r tcmptmg may be the lur~ t~1at draw~ the.m off, tJiey will 
~utter, nn<l they deserve to suflcr in the e&tlJllatlon of the civil
ized worlc.l. 
. It ism~· anxious desiro, then, that in our zeal, laudable thoogh 
it bo, to uo\·elope the res?urcea and add to the pr11>1perity of our 
State, .'~·c should clo .nothm,!:! thnt would cast a blcnush upon her 
r.ood tn~th. Le~, tl~1:; be ~cpt free from stain, and I will go 

heart 111 hand · with yon, many mcasttre of internal improve
ment calculntc<l to 11uvance her interest, nn<l.givc lier a promi
ncr\t pla~e among tho States o_f our ~lorious lfoion. 

,'Ilic \'1ow~, gc·ntlcmen, w,Lrch I hnre thus imperfectly sub
m1ttcd, arc 1utemled more lur the purpose of calling your at
t~ntio~ to an importa?t snhJt•ct,than wi.th a \·ic\f of gi\·ingany 
d1rect1ons to your dd1berat1ons and act10n upon it. 

It i~ manifest from the li\•cly interest pervading the country 
on this su liject, an<l the grent prvmiocnce it has attained, thBt 
some nction will 1>e expected from yon in reference to iL Io 
pnssin~ from it I will only add, that it will give me pleasure to 
co-operate with you in an.v 111c1i:,,11res connectc<l with tltis impor· 
tant matter, slwulcl I tin<l them, on exnminntion, cooe<man* 
with my notions of t;oun<l policy, and the duties imposed by 
my conRtitntionnl oath. 

Tho cnnctmeut of 11 law to apportion representation through
out tho ~late in accorda.nco with tho provh;ious of the constitu• 
tion, is imperutively re<1uired at your present se;ision. 

A bill for this pnrpo3o was passed at the lll>lt regular se88iOll 
of the l~gishiture. The circum .. tm1ccs un<ler which it was pre
sen tetl to me, nre woll know,n. to ~·ou, and I presume to tl~e 
C?1mtry generall,\·, It is 1Snffic1cnt to. state that, alt~ough this 
bill ''1MI reported on the 15th <lay ot January last, 1t was not 
presented tu mo until 10 o"clock of the night oi the ll>th of ~eb
ruary followiu~; oneJJour befor~ the ti!ue fixed !•1 tbe leg1ala~ 
ture for ild adjournment. Durmg this short mterval? other 
bills were presented for Executi ~e nction, :ao that it. ~as 1mi>OS
siblo for me to rend o,·er and duly examine the prov1s1ons o.t the 
important and complex net in que:;tion, and enable me either 
to approve the same or return it with rny objec~ions. . . 

The whole rosponsil>ility, thcrefvrc, ofapprov!og or r~1ec~ng 
the bill was thus thro\..-n upon tho Execatire, without affvrdmg 
him any opportunity of examining its merits. No other altern· 
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ative was left him, but either to withhold his sanction from the 
bill, or blindly approve it. 

Under these circumstances, nn<l ns n co-ordinate branch of 
the law-making power, htwing ciprnl p1frilcgcs gmnted to, 
and responsibilities impo::.ed on me, the cour1oe which duty dic
tated was promptly taken. I did not sign the bill. Subse
quent reflection comincc<l me of the pn•priuty of the course pur
sued; for it is admitted in all sincerity that the Lill coulu not 
have met my npprontl. 

To my mind its most ohjectionnblo foature W:tS1 tltnt it provi
ded for an increase of the rcprc:;cntatio11 in each llonl:ie to the 
maximum allowed by the co1tt;titutiun. In t!Jis sudd1:in und un
called fur incrense ot' reprcsenb\tion, I could ~co nothing but 
evil. A large ndtlitionnl oxpc11:;0 to tho State ~overtuneut, to
(;ether with greater delay, cunt us ion and <lifliculty, would be its 
inevitable result. 

The bill, moreover, in many of its <lctaib, appeared to me 
partial and unj nst. 

Admittiug, as I do, tho imp1'actica1Jility of framin~ an ap
portionment wliich will ho crpml nntl just in all its pruvisi<111s, 
yet I tbel C<HJtidcut tlrn.t you can devise 0110 which will more 
nearly attain sncb a rel)nlt tlia11 tho bill rcforred to. 

In co1111cctio11 with tli is subject it is proper thatl i;houlcl men
tion the nccc~sitv thul exi~t8 lvr t\ cln::;:;ificntion of the Senate, 
as required uy tlio constitution. 

By an net of the State lcgi~Jutnre, npprovcll l\lay 7t11, 1846, 
entitlc<l 11 an act to ni'itliurize the Gu\'Cl'lH>I' to procure and Liave 
copiecl for the hc11ctit of the several countiei; of tlie State, a fnll 
set of wcighto and measures in conformity to tbe standard now 
used and atlopteJ hy tlie guvernmc11t of the United States, and 
providing for tlie diiotril>ution pf the same," 1t was evidently in
tended by that botly to pro\·ide for the contingency thereby 
pl'CBentec'i; but in c@scquenee of a failure on tl1eir p:trt to 
make any appropriation to meet the di:;l.mrscment thus created, 
the Executive has not been able to comply '"ith the require
ments of the act. 

The attention of tl1c following legislature was drawn to the 
1ubject by my immediate prc<lccessor, (3ornrnor Wood, in his 
~enera1 message of No,·emher 6th, 1 ·19, in which he remarks 
in reference to the subject: '~The Chief Justices of several 
~unties have written to the Executive, asking to be prorided 
9tth a copy of these for their respective counties, in accordance 
1rith this law. In consequence, however, of no appropriation 



having been made to enable the Executive to carry this Jaw 
into eff~ct, i~ has remained n dead lettn on our statute book. 
T~1e U. nited 8tates govcmment forwarded to this State a full set 
of ~01ghts and me~surcs~ but. when tlmy were nhout being set 
up, m. pursun1~ce ot u.'J: d1r?ct1011, nt G1uvest<'n, they were fvund 
to. beman nntit cund1t1011 ior ue:;c. I am advised, however, that 
with a small outlay, they cnn be repnil'l'd." :No action, howev
er, ~ppears to have been taken on His Exccllcucy's rccommen
dat1on1 anJ couscqnently the requi~ition of tho act reforred to 
hns not yot been comvlied with. The applications to this De~ 
partment hnvc been rencweu by se,·eral of the counties and I 
~ber~fore trnst that your bonomblo btidy, in ,·iew of th~ grow
ing importance of the matter, co1Telcvaut ns it is with the in
crea:;in!; population and mercantile interests of the State, will 
make such an appl'opriation as will cover all the expenses that 
will be occnsioned by carrying out the pro,·isious of said act, and 
suitable rvoms for the storage and sate keeping of the articles 
to bo Jiroc:urud. 

Alt 1011gh Jl)U arc convened for ::;pcclru purposes, and are not 
expected by your cunstitneuts to cuter into general legislation, 
I cannot rcrraiu fru111 a ronewal of the rccorumendation fo m1 
last ~cncral me;;sage, rclatirn to a p:eological reconnoisance of 
thll ~tate. P1·i\•ate cntcr\irize l1ns led to Ro many discoverie11, 
and has so fa.1 outstrippct the State in tLis mntter, that the sub
ject has crcntcd n. pvwerf'ul interest, nnd its neglect by the gov
ernment a general reproach. An uhle aud minute examination 
\rould, at 110 distnnt day, rep:t)' the St~ta.n. thousand t'vld, for 
the outlay incurred by the eur,·cy. It is, moraover, cspecrally 
ncccsmry that we should posse:;s a kncwlc<l~e of the rcsoorees 
ot' the svuth-wc:>tern and northern portions, from the probabili
ty that a nc.,.otiation will lie entered inti) short.ly with the Ii'ed
erul Gc"·ern~iont fl1r thu purpo~e of setting apart a portion of 
conntrr for the locution of lu<linns ; und in this en•nt snbstan
tinl benefits mi.-ltt IJe trnm;fi•rred, and consequently lost to the 
State, fiJr want ~f 1i propl·r k1wwlctlge of their existence. , 
L It is with much 1·c••rct, I am again under the ne.cess1ty of 
cnllin~ your attcnt ion to the condition of Petters' Colony· . 

It wa5 anxiously hoped nnd believed, by those who .were m
strnmental in the enactment of the Jaw ~f t~4l' 10th ot Jfebrun_ry 
Jnst, relating to lands in tliis colony, that 1t would g!vo qmet 
and repose to tlu1t section of our State. Bat 6? fnr from _this 
linl"in"' hecu tho case, rlifticulties Ju.we arisen smce that time, 
most ~nfortunatc in thcir d1nra.ctcr nnd result, nut only to tho 
contractors and colonist, but to the State iti:clf. 

I 
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From the ~t informntivn I c:m obwin, it nppcn~ that t11c 
relinquishment and release required by the fir,t ,.;cctiou of the 
law was mn<le Ly the Agcut of the Cvtnp:my, ill•nry C >. IIedg
co:ce, Esq., within twcut.v da~·s nftcr the p. n~c of the ·unc, 
an<l after he hnJ given b~>"nd aucl dolr qnnlified in ncoordance 
with the provi:,ion,, or i;nid net i and tho certilici1tes fvr the 
1,'iOO sections of land, gr:i.ptccl to the ·· 'T'cxnn Em i!!ration nnd 
Land ()Qmpany," wero rei!'ularly issued nnd deli ''ercd to the 
Agent, by the Uommis$iuncr uf tho Ocncrnl I.n11dollic~. 

I nm sorry to cny that in the discharge of the \'!lrfon,; duties 
imposo<l upon the Agcut by th(l net in 11uc.)tiun, scl'iou~ misun
derstamlings nrose betwceu him an<l mnny p~rs•·ns in thccolouy, 
growing fur tho mG::.t part, l prc,,ume, out ul' diffcre11t con;;trnc
tions given to tho law, and to bC1mu extent, pcrhnps, !'rum an O\'er 
aeneith·cness eo1~<=cq11ent from iiru,·i~1us 111bu11dcrst:u111i11~5 be· 
tween them. \\ lrntcver 111ay l11\' o been tho can~~, the excite· 
mcnt on tho part of the culunisl at length hocnmc sv great, that 
011 the lGth day ot' July la-,t, n. llll'go 11111111.:icr of pcr ... orb violent
ly sdzcd upon tho files or utmost all the colonist;i, to~cther 
with many books aud rccl11·ds ol' •the .\gent, und hy threats 
furcc<l him lo nl1a11Jo11 hb utllcu and lca\'c the cu1111try. 

I herewith transmit to yon the Agent's l"l'JH>rt of' h ii:1 proceed
ings un1.ler tho law, an<l of thi:; u11fortu11ntu and ill ndrised 
movement. 

I also trnnsmit two other <.locnmcnt.~ received from citizc11s 
resident in that q uartcr, g-i \' ing thcirncconnt of the affoir, an<l urg· 
ing upon th.:- Exl'Ct'.th·o the 1wc·c.~.-ity of nn l'\'.t1·:1 1;p::;;ion, in ot•der 
that further lcgblutiou might be had in reference t•> tho colony. 

A complete rct11rn th•m the Agent was thn:i defo11te<.l, and 
comcqucutly the Commi,;siurier uf the General L'lnclofticc has 
not !'ult nutuorizcd to ie:,ne patent-;. 

The returns made to the Oo111111is.,ioner of tl.e General Land
office, will of cour~e be submitted to your in::pection. Indeed 
it will l>c tLo pc:culinr 11rv\·iucc of tho Lcgielnturc cnrcfnlly to 
examine the whole sul1ject, in order to cletenninc what fnrther 
action may be nccc::~:u-y, to gi,·e quiet tc• thnt section oi the 
country, to sccnro the rif;hts re-pe<:th'oly guamntce<l b.'· the 
State, to the cvloni::.t;; nncl to the contr:1ctors, :md tu relic,·e the 
State from the cmli:1n-.i::;·ment cau cd b\' the exi,,ting conditiuu 
of the affair.; of the colonr. · 

It docs not bcct•me me: uor <lo I conccht' it to be mY dnty, 
to interpret the Ynrious "laws which have been enact~<l, a.ud 
which in their practical oper:ttious lum~ led to this controversy. 



This is the peculiar province of th
0e jo<licial tribunaJe of the 

countr,-. 
Wliilte,·er '?n~ he the ri!!ht:. :)f .the respccth·c pnrfas, under 

the law, my teclm~ toward,. tuc coloui ... ti; who hnn'i c111lurcd 
~II the lrnrdslups and prirntions of nn 1·xpo .. ctl ludinn fri•uticr 
~11cl11cc me to cxpre~~ the hope tl1nt tJ1oir uctunl cttlcmcnts a11J 
impr1"".1..'lnc.'l1ts lll:tJ he H,'Curecl lo them and their fAruillcs. 

liut 111 the cxprt·ssivn of thi:; entimcnt, I wish it distinctly 
nn<lcriotood, that no m:ittcr whnt hnrcl,liips mu~· luwc been im
po.-ecl liy t lteso .law!', 1,1ther upon the 1·11fltr~wfor,. or eul1111ii;ts, ur 
what cont-tructJous 111ny hn,·c !wen gircn t•J them from anv 
quarter, I do not!)anction vr uppronJ tf1c CPlll'SC pmsucd t-Owtmfs 
the A~eut of the comp:rnr. We h:wc lnws mul conrts to ad
mini~tcr them. If r:ightS nro ' 'ivlatcJ tltc~· call be legally 
redressed. In In)' opiuivn, hotl1 ns the Go,·i.·rMr of the State 
nn<l as n prirnto citizt>n, nothing but an extreme <·.ruic cnn j~ 
fy n _re:.ort to ,·iolcncc hy nny portion of our citiwn~, or the 
scckmg redresA liy nny uther means than thoso oifored and 
6anctio11ed .,,. tlae la\\!) of' tl1e l:lml. 

From tho· co111mcnccmeJ1t of hc1 c.<iotcnce, 'fe."tas has ever 
been kind nnd liberal to tlao n<'tnnl r,cttlcrc} upon Ler &vii, no 
matter l>y whnt tcnnrl.l they lidd it. Whutlwr as colonistl', or 
as emigrnnts, they l111Yc crnr been regarded b,¥ the l?'J'·crnmcnt 
AA n fo,·ured cln.sl!, nml h.r n ~c11cro11~ S) tem vf lc~islntion have 
been se~nrcd in, or enabll•tl to obtain tl1e Jund$ claimed by 
them. A like lil>crnl course ha~, I think, h<'<:ll pursued by the 
Legislature townrds the sctth·rA in Peter~' l'olony, as well as 
townrds tli"e Ct•ntmctora. In ~lvinrr rny n~s<"nt ti) the lnw of the 
10th February Inst, it was with the confident bdict' that the 
righLl and nn'tl intcretits ()f all the 11:\rti1•s concerned, were fully 
protected. It the trno meaning nncl intent of the law is gi'feti 
to it, such, 1 still think, will lie it:o legitimnto effect. 

The Executive has been muc:h c:cusnred for his approval of 
tho act of the last LcgU:tturc, in relntit•n to this colony, hy 
i\·hich tho controctor;; are to rccciYc 1.700 sectiopa of Jund ; he 
therefore wishes it to i,e remembered that he hnd no pnrt in 
framing the original contract on which this tnnctmt'nt was 
based. 

Atjer all the legi<:Jntion which hn;:; lioon bad npon tl1is suh-
ject, attended ns it Ito" bcl?ll b;v tit~ pr(!Sent de11lorablo resn!tF, 
} COll(eAS 111\"Sl'lf UUUhJo Oil this llCCUSioD to 8Dgl?Cfit l\llJthmg 
which Dlny' relie,·o the matter of its emhnrn1ss11w11t, farther 
than to recommend mutnnl goud will a11d forbenranco. on tho 
part of the company and coloni!'te, as well M the friends o! 
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both. Should tLisspiritcontrol, Ilin,·e no doubt it will be easy 
for ~·on to de\'ii<c sorne plnn to rl'concile tlwir <litforcnct>i;, and I 
w:ll l!i\'c n:y hcnrty ,.,, upcrntiou autl n~scut to nny measure 
wliich will l11n·e tlti::; cffoct . 

.. As nn e~lrue.--t t1111t bUch a fcC"ling will nctuate all parties con
cerned, I indulge the hope, nn<.1 earuc:;tly recommend, tliat the 
papcrll of the (·olo11i.;ts urn} property of the compnny mny be re· 
11tore<l to the custody of the o!Hccr authori1.cd to reccin~ them. 

I ahm tleem it J)J'ol'er to call your attention to n <locmnent 
herewith tra11 ... 111ittc<l, nddre,..;;cll tu tho :Executi,·e, and "i:!nt.>d 
b.Y man~· of tho ohh.•st n11u most re:<pcctable citizens of Dai;trop, 
}'nyettu nn<l iilrnca. From this it appears that near lh'c hun
dred isqunre miles of territory, c1111.m~ced in the counties afore
said, cu111prh,i11~ S01ll(' or tho richest lands in the Colorado vnl
le.Y 1 and which, until recently, wu.'3 hllpposed to be in .Au:.tin's 
Ohl Uohmy, rcully lie without the limits of the same. 

Titles to u. great dcnl ot' tho.. mo~t rnhrnl.ilo lnn<l in this cerri 
tory were long ~inco is nod hy the co111111issi1111crs of Austin's 
Colon~·, to tbu~c who settled 1is colunii;ts, under the confident 
l1clict~ 110 doubt, that they were within the limits of the colony. 
'fhnt such i~ 11ot tlto ca"l.'i lwwc,·cr, ha .. lately been as90rtni11cd 
bevoncl all dun lit. • 

It is e,•idcut. therefore, thnt tho~I.! holding, or clniming the~e 
lanJ.,, uutfor title,., is~ucd by the cominis ... io11cr of Austin's Col· 
onY, 11rc eu hjcct, 1111dcr cxi)>tiug circnm~tuncci:;, to lrnve tlieir 
titles contcetutl. In or1lcr that. this cril tun,\· be a.,·oidcd, nn<l 
injustice tow:u·d$ a 1110 t 111critoriu11s portion of our citizens prc
Vt.>ntcd, I re.,pcdfully rccorn111e11d souw legi:-lativc action which 
will confirm and <p1iet the tit lea i:; ucd originally to colonis~ in 
the tcrri t11rY n lion: rcforrcl'I to. • 

The thil'~l h·p;it.latnrc of Tcxn.q pn~scd a joint re!;o]ution, au
thorizing the prucnremc11t of n l.ilock ol unti,·e marhlc! or gran
ite, or otmlc other <lnmulo rock, and required the Excc11li\'l.' to 
have the i--amc tran,,mittcd to \\" 3 .. ftington Cit\' for tltc pm·p• ~0 
of hcin~ pluc~~l in the N ntional )fonumcnt t~ lie tlicre e:rected 
to the memory of Washington. Tl1c rnengre nppropriatillll un
der the rci;11Jnti1111rc11dc1·l·d it inopt•rnth'e. The fornth lcgi:;Jn
ture, in view (lf it:; mauifost <.lcficie11cv. autlwrize<l the filllll of 
one thou.iianll <lollar:- to be usd for that purpose. Under thi>"I 
nuthority the Executive enga~cd the service;; of lfajor Thonrna 
S. Smitll, nu e11terpri:;i11~ nnd well known citi1.en, to obtain Yll· 
rioue specimen'! of 111:1,•hlo or ~rnnitc, \\"ith n \'iew of mnking R 
1efoction tbat wonld appropriately n•pr~cnt the State of Texas 
in this great nntional ~trnctnr\'. This .,.entlcman, hY his indus· 

0 • 
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try nnd ·J>erse\'crnnce, suppli~d the want of a. gcolo~ic:nJ know). 
engeoft JC COlllltrr. a1.1d \1•1thm.n:.hnrt $p:tt~C of tillll' f'l'OCUrt•iJ a 
block of marlil~ with h11enc~"l11 l textu~e and beaut\• uf'app(•amnco 
that ron~crcd 1~ au accephtbl.c c~utr1lmtiun. J fo W'lS 1Jin·ctccl 
to superm.~n<l 1ts tr:u1>portatw11 m per;;on to Wu.-liiugtun City. 
Its reccl't101! Las hecn a~knowlcclgc~.hy Eli Wliittbcy, E~q., 
the ngent oft.he board of. ~nnmigcrs, 111 n letter conipliiucullin• 
to tit~ State !or tlic bcu11t1~ul stone which tihe lrnd tmnsiui ttcJ. 
A~ d1recte<l 111 ~he ro~ulut~on, tlw coat nf nr111s with an nppro
priate moth\ will. ?e ·~~cr1bc<I, and the block will s1Jon <>1.:cupy 
an honoral.ilc pos1t1on m the M11nnmeut. 

)fojor Smith ha:; cxcc11ted hi:; 111issio11 in n liighlr sntisf'actorv 
ma.mw1·, :m<l I cummen<.I bi:; services to the l<>~i.-lutnre'ns c11t'i· 
tling him to 1m additional compcrnmtiou bcvoncl thnt which the 
Executh·e will be enubleJ to command nncfor the cxh;tin•Y ar ... 

. , ~ r 
propr1at1on. 

'Ihe documents relative to the subject, herewith transmitted, 
are marked 0 1 and 2. 

Since your adjournment, death lins cleprivod ns ofoar fellow
citizen ancl friend, Adolplrn!'l Sterne, lnto a mc111bcr of \'oi1r ho
'nomble bucty. Uiis long iuc11tilicntio11 with the llepu.hlic and 
State, and his eminent services enable us to form a just esti
mate of his worth. It is the unfrersal sontiment tl1at yon L1l\'e 
lost from your co11nc1ls a goorl man nnd n tried put.riot-the 
countr\'

1 
A useful citizen. The emml!iation of liis uamo awakens 

our sy~npathies in unison with those of. his tamily a.nd friends, 
an<l will sU""'est to your honorable bodies tho propriety of rna-

eo f' l' nifostilJ<T a propel' respect Qr 118 ll\emorr, 
Alth~t"U South Cnrolina, 1\.entuck.Y and }fossaclmsetts, 

claim, ri:pecti vely, O:ilhoun, Clay and W cbst?r, the. natiou 
mourns their I08s, and each member of our. U!non d~1res t~e 
prh·iloge of joining ill the sorrow. Each cla11mng d1~rmg their 
lives a pnrticulnr State, so soon ns they pa8sed this eartl1ly 
boume, from the rich le;.:.acy they bequeath~ t? their con.o~y 
in the noble principles they prornulgiitcd, their fame wm; lmnt
ed only h.v the t.luration uf timo; while tl!cir res~dcnce was 
travsferred to anothor and a better sphere-m eternity. 

J>. II. BELL. 


